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Special Flood Hazard Area (SFHA)

An area having special flood, mudflow or flood-related erosion hazards and shown on a Flood
Hazard Boundary Map (FHBM) or a Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) Zone A, AO, A1-A30, AE, A99,
AH, AR, AR/A, AR/AE, AR/AH, AR/AO, AR/A1-A30, V1-V30, VE or V. The SFHA is the area where the
National Flood Insurance Program's (NFIP's) floodplain management regulations must be
enforced and the area where the mandatory purchase of flood insurance applies.  For the
purpose of determining Community Rating System (CRS) premium discounts, all AR and A99
zones are treated as non-SFHAs.

National Flood Insurance Program Requirements

59.1 - Definition of Lowest Floor

60.3 - Floodplain Management Criteria

Last updated July 7, 2020

Return to top

Reports & Data

https://www.fema.gov/
https://www.disasterassistance.gov/
https://www.fema.gov/disaster/current
https://www.fema.gov/grants


Floods & Maps

Emergency Management

About

Work With Us

National
Terrorism
Advisory
System

Contact FEMA

FEMA.gov
An official website of the U.S. Department of Homeland Security

Accessibility

Accountability

Careers

Civil Rights

Contact Us

FOIA

Glossary

No FEAR Act

Plug-Ins

Privacy

Report Disaster Fraud

Website Information

DHS.gov

USA.gov

Inspector General

https://www.fema.gov/flood-insurance
https://www.fema.gov/emergency-managers/individuals-communities
https://www.fema.gov/about
https://www.fema.gov/careers
https://www.fema.gov/
https://www.fema.gov/about/contact
https://www.facebook.com/FEMA/?ref=bookmarks
https://www.instagram.com/fema
https://twitter.com/fema
https://www.youtube.com/fema
https://www.linkedin.com/company/fema/
https://www.fema.gov/about/newsletters
https://dhs.gov/
https://www.fema.gov/accessibility
https://www.fema.gov/about/reports-and-data/annual-reports
https://www.fema.gov/careers
https://www.fema.gov/about/offices/equal-rights/civil-rights
https://www.fema.gov/about/contact
https://www.fema.gov/foia
https://www.fema.gov/about/glossary
https://www.fema.gov/about/organization/equal-rights/no-fear-act
https://www.fema.gov/about/website-information/plug-ins
https://www.fema.gov/about/privacy-policy
https://www.fema.gov/about/organization/security/disaster-fraud
https://www.fema.gov/about/website-information
https://dhs.gov/
https://usa.gov/
https://www.oig.dhs.gov/

